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T0: Dee C. Hansen
FROM: Robert F. Guy
SIIBJECT: Big Sand Wash
DATE: Oetober L3, 1977

Reference is nade to the attached l-etter which reouests the State Ergineer
to requi-re locking headgates and to extend the Jurisdiction of the Duchesne
River Conmissioner to incl-ude Big Sand Wash.

It appeers that the problem sterted with the construction of Big Sandwesh
Reservoir by the Division of Water Resourses. The dem was eonstructed
across Big Sandwash Creek and intercepted flows which have been aporopriated
by the Big Sandwash Inigation Co. and others (see attached sheet). The
reservoi-r operators, Moonlake Weterusers !ssn. and Dry- Gu1ch Irrigation Co.,
agreed to relepse a constant fl_ow of 5.0 c.f.s. from the reservoir to satisiv
the existing rights. Apparently somebody wes dissatisfied with the agreemeni
and a law suit was instigated.

Big Sandwash Creek lies between the Lake Fork R.iver and the Ujntah River.
Both rivers are under the .jurisdiction of a Federal Court appoiated Water
Corrnissioner. The main source of supply for Big Sendwash Reservoir is
the Lake Fork River and the Water Cornnissioner regulates and keeps records
on the reservoir. Tt would appear thpt the Federal Water Comrnissioner
would be the logical person to be Water Corunlssioner on Big Sendwash Creek
rather than the Duchesne River Water Cornrnissioner. ft also appears that
there could be some confllct between State and Federal since part of the
weter we ere being asked to dlstrlbute is distributed under Federal Decree.
You may want to hold a hearing to better determine what course of action
)'ou nig'ht want to take.

fndividuals to contact:
Williarn Christensen - Uintah - Lake Fo
Water Conmissioner, Altemont, Iltah BLO

C1air htnt6rton - Pres. Sandwash Irriga
Roosevelt, Utah 8L055

C'eorge Mangen - ltty. for Dry Guleh frrigation Co.
l+7 North 2 East, Roosevelt, Utah BLO55

Joe Novack - Atty. for Moon Lake Water Users
Continental Bank Building, SaIt Lake City, Iltah

Oscar NeLson
B1uebe11, Utah 8L007
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Mar D. Mitchell
B1uebe1l, LTteh Bl-r007

Al-an White
B1uebell, Utah Bh0O7

Grover Mitehell
B1uebe11, Utah BI+OO7

Todd Thacker
B1uebell, Utah 8L007

Dare1l Farnsworth
I,It. Home, tltafr 8h051

Le1and Potts
Altarnont, Uteh 8L002

Grant Hansen
Altamont, Utah 8h002


